
 

Paper Force welcomes Rainforest Alliance’s independent evaluation of Asia Pulp & 
Paper’s Forest Conservation Policy  

 
APP introduces its 2015 FCP implementation plan to address lessons learned from the field, stakeholder input 
and the findings of the evaluation 
 

 

Sydney, 5 February 2015 – Paper Force has today welcomed the Rainforest Alliance independent evaluation of 

Asia Pulp & Paper’s (APP) Forest Conservation Policy (FCP). The evaluation concludes that the company has 

made moderate progress towards meeting its commitments. 

 

The FCP was announced on February 5th 2013, marking an immediate end to natural forest clearance by 

APP’s pulpwood suppliers as well as a range of other measures. APP recognised that engaging the Rainforest 

Alliance, a credible international organisation, to evaluate its progress would provide a valuable perspective on 

its work as well as increase transparency. 

 

The evaluation report, which assesses the period between 5 February 2013 and 15 August 2014, provides a 

view of the company’s progress towards meeting each of the FCP’s four policy areas, as well as additional 

public statements that are relevant to the FCP. 

 

Larry Jackson, Paper Force’s Managing Director, said: “We’re pleased the Rainforest Alliance has recognised 

the progress APP is making.  

 

“Quite a few large companies have announced zero-deforestation policies recently and, as far as I know, this is 

the first time anyone has really put themselves out there and submitted to such a far reaching evaluation 

process on the scale Rainforest Alliance has delivered. 

 

“It is encouraging to see APP’s commitment not to cut down natural forest is holding, likewise the fact no mixed 

tropical hardwoods are travelling to the mills and conflict resolution mapping has been completed will build 

confidence with our Australian customers. What is equally encouraging is the fact APP obviously consider the 

Forest Conservation Policy as a process of continuous improvement. I think this can be seen in the way the 

areas that were identified by Rainforest Alliance as needing improvement have been included in the 2015 FCP 

implementation plan and beyond.”  

 

Aida Greenbury, APP’s managing director, sustainability, said: “The FCP is an unprecedented initiative – 

developed by APP, TFT and Greenpeace – to define a new standard and a new business model for achieving 

Zero Deforestation in the supply chain.  We’re pleased that the Rainforest Alliance has recognised the progress 
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we are making. We believe today’s report shows that our efforts to achieve Zero Deforestation are on the right 

track. 

 

“However, our FCP implementation measures are not carved in stone. We must have the courage to continually 

improve them as we learn lessons from implementation. The report has highlighted a number of areas which 

require additional focus. Its findings, along with feedback from other stakeholders, have been used to inform our 

FCP implementation plan for 2015 and beyond, which we are introducing today. 

 

“We also believe that an evaluation like this puts a global spotlight on the issues currently at play in Indonesia’s 

forests. Since 2013, we have been calling for other stakeholders to support us with our Zero Deforestation 

Policy because forest continues to be lost due to factors that, despite our efforts, we cannot completely control, 

such as encroachment, forest fires and illegal activities. Our hope is that this evaluation will raise awareness of 

forestry issues in Indonesia and prompt others, including government, NGOs and the private sector to 

collaborate more closely to help tackle the issues across the landscape.” 

 

Richard Donovan, Rainforest Alliance Senior Vice President of Forestry, said: “In 2013 APP set out an 

ambitious program for change. The Rainforest Alliance has found that APP has made moderate progress to 

implement the many commitments embedded in its FCP during the 18 month period we evaluated. Key steps 

have been taken, such as halting the clearance of natural forest by its suppliers. As with any major change 

initiative there remains work to be done to put the policies and procedures that have been developed into action 

in the field. Rainforest Alliance encourages APP to continue on the path set out in the FCP.” 

 

Today’s FCP Implementation Plan includes the priorities for 2015 onwards, which draw upon Rainforest 

Alliance’s most significant findings. These are issues related to third party forest clearance, peatland best 

management practices as well as FPIC and social conflict resolution. 

 

The additional areas covered in the Implementation Plan are: 

- Wildfire prevention and management 
- HCVManagement and protection 
- Workers’ rights and welfare 
- Sustainable wood supply 
- Landscape conservation initiative 
- Internal engagement 
 

 

Elements of the plan will be subject to further consultation as APP continues to implement its Forest 

Conservation Policy over the coming months and years.  

 

Ends 

http://asiapulppaper.com/sustainability/vision-2020/sustainability-roadmap-vision-2020-reports


 

 

Notes to editors:  

 

The Rainforest Alliance Evaluation report can be found here: http://www.rainforest-

alliance.org/forestry/sourcing/independent-evaluations/asia-pulp-paper 

The APP FCP Implementation Plan: 2015 and beyond: http://asiapulppaper.com/sustainability/vision-

2020/sustainability-roadmap-vision-2020-reports 

APP’s Forest Conservation Policy can be found here: http://asiapulppaper.com/sustainability/vision-2020/forest-

conservation-policy 
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